stainless steel world

Developing potential for duplex 
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Predicting the future for commodities such as duplex alloys is always going to be a fraught enterprise. There are so many parameters that can have a dramatic effect on the annual tonnage sold. When Stainless Steel World spoke to Raccortubi’s MD Mr Luca Pentericci, for example, he was most careful in his choice of words as he did not wish to create any false expectations.

There are, however, positive messages in his interview. Mr Pentericci: “We are seeing duplex capturing increasing market share from common grades such as 316L. The advantage for clients is that, for a relatively modest extra outlay, duplex can offer a weight saving and can also increase equipment lifetimes. Even a traditional market such as Italy is turning strongly to duplex, with interest from customers who did not want to use it before. So I do expect the market for duplex will grow, but as I say it is hard to anticipate the exact future size at this time.”
For the Raccortubi Group – the well-known stockholder, supplier and manufacturer of piping materials – duplex currently represents a modest percentage of total turnover. Mr Pentericci confirms, however, that the duplex grades are important alloys for his company.

“We have been supplying duplex and super duplex items for some fifteen years and through group company Tecninox we have duplex manufacturing experience dating back for a decade. Now we are looking to further invest in our manufacturing company. Not primarily to enhance stocks but to offer fittings in larger sizes and heavier wall thicknesses. We have plans to enhance our hot forming capabilities, offering wall thicknesses up to 50mm. Such specifications will meet growing demand from the oil and gas industry, for example.”

	Asked about raw materials availability, Mr Pentericci says that there are enough sources to ensure a healthy competitive market.“ As far as duplex is concerned, Raccortubi’s policy is to buy only from leading sources in Europe” he stresses. 


Raccortubi’s own customer base is wide, including end users, fabricators, contractors and maintenance companies. Mr Pentericci: “The key selling point is quick delivery. That is why our in-house manufacturing capabilities with fittings are appreciated. It gives us an ideal platform from which to deliver materials and service.”
Whilst discussing manufacturing, Mr Pentericci makes no bones about the complete change of direction of Tecninox. The company is indeed committed to a constant evolution of productive processes and last year over One Million Euros was invested in machinery on the basis of a deep research and development analysis. Thanks to this, a new machining centre able to work on 24 pieces simultaneously has been installed while a new tailor-made concept of PMI testing, marking and packing was designed to perform all the operations entirely by robot.

Additionally, a particular focus was set on the complete revision of all quality checks for ferrite content determination performed on each individual fitting to guarantee the complete adherence to the most stringent standards used in the off-shore installations. These procedures now in place have gathered the approvals of Authorities and Certifying bodies involved in the off-shore industry for the high standards of the heat treatment practises and, most of all, for the complete guarantee of obtaining repetitive values well conforming to the requirements set out by the industry specifications. 

Now Raccortubi is looking to the future. Already boasting extensive stocks of duplex grades such as UNS 31803 and UNS 32760, the company is increasingly supplying UNS 32750 to meet client demands. New markets may also open up. Mr Pentericci: “In addition to the existing Customers’ approvals, we are currently seeking approvals for the nuclear industry. In fact, I am sure that the meticulous review of the all procedures and practises been carried out in the last months already give us the characteristics and features required to serve the nuclear sector. However, we will certainly maintain our presence in our existing markets where the more standard grades of duplex and indeed all other alloys are required.”
